SOUTH ALBURGH FIRE DISTRICT NO. 2
ALBURGH TOWN SELECT BOARD
SPECIAL MEETING
Monday, March 21, 2022 at 6:00 PM
Municipal Conference Room

Alton Bruso, Donna Boumil, Josie Henry, Elliot Knight, Shawn Creller, John Fitzgerald, Danielle James Choiniere,
Richard Ernst, Tony Speranza, George Boutah, Bob Brown, Charles Mackin, John Chesarek, Cheryl Dunn, Charles
Kelly, Michele Kelly, Brian Bessette, Michael Poquette, Lance & Lisa Newman, Tom & Kelly Ward, Galen Hagen on
Zoom, and others

No motions by either board were made at this meeting.

Select Board Chair Josie Henry opened the meeting at 6:05 held to address concerns about municipal water by
some residents living on Route 129.

Charles Kelly and Brian Bessette presented a slide presentation (hard copy attached to these minutes along with
fishbone timeline). They did not want their leg of the town to be pushed aside to obtain reliably potable water.
They felt there were Open Meeting Law and other breaches with operating procedures.

Josie asked if people in the fire district were paying money toward it and the district’s board confirmed yes,
everyone in the fire district pays $15.25 toward repayment of an engineering loan resulting from district voter
bond vote approval in 2004. The State of Vermont allowed it to be rolled into the Phase I water project costs,
rather than billing district residents for the $575,000 engineering costs over five years. (Scribe’s note: by statute as
a municipality, fire districts have the right to levy taxes and monies to operate which their voters vote on each year).

Cheryl Dunn as Chair of the Village Trustees stated she was helping the fire district before it was even created by
the State of Vermont. The fire district buys their water from, and works with, Alburgh Village. Their water plant is
capable of handling expansions.

When asked, two members of the fire district’s board have water, one does not, and neither does their treasurer.
After receiving municipal water from Phase I, said members have continued to serve the board.

Lisa Newman stated after moving to Alburgh in 2005 she was approached to pay $1,500 for municipal water then.
Municipal water for her location has yet to happen and she asked why this isn’t a town-wide project, instead of a
fire district? Cheryl Dunn explained the town select board did start the process (having to create the fire district).

Brian Bessette explained he had provided information to the fire district, on more than one occasion, for project
funding. Galen Hagen of DuBois & King had applied to be on a priority list for funding by the Vermont Drinking
Water State Revolving Fund; knowledge of the application provided by Brian Bessette.

Galen did specify applying required a preliminary design and could be a loan versus grants*. He also went into
detail why Phase Il was cheaper to reach a similar number of residents along Route 2 than 129. And that if bidding
and construction were started this year, it would be completed in 2023 or 2024 for 8 miles of pipe and
infrastructure.

Tom Ward asked engineer Hagen what the probability was Phase Il would happen. Galen Hagen responded final
design is at 60% and they are currently working with VTrans for working along Route 2 (a state road).
Archaeology and wetland studies are done.

Charles Kelly asked Galen Hagen if he had heard of the Corel(sp) methodology? New Hampshire does a lot of this
practice with the Army Corps of Engineers. It’s a technique of burying pipe above the frostline. Galen expressed he



knew of the procedure, just not the technical term. 5-feet is the typical frost line. The engineer said it could benefit
in some instances (like ledge) but not wetlands.

Brian Bessette asked if updated cost estimates were available, and Galen said not yet. John Chesarek asked it
wetlands were managed by federal or state? Galen was not a wetlands specialist and did not know, but that
permits were required for work in or around wetlands.

Melissa Long on Zoom asked why broadband internet and municipal water wasn’t a town-wide issue, and if water
plans existed for Summit Road. Chair John Fitzgerald said there has been some for those close to Route 2, but that
there are not many homes on Summit Road, but a valve was included to be placed near its entrance and Route 129
for the future.

Shawn Creller asked about wetlands crossing before Wagner Point on Route 2. Galen Hagen said the design called
for avoiding some wetlands when possible, to save permitting and construction costs. The area specified by Shawn
is also much smaller than Route 129 wetlands.

Bringing water to Route 129 can be done with funding, which may or may not require another bond vote, and
preliminary engineering (some of which has already been done).

After interruptions and comments about working together, Tony Speranza exited the meeting. Some members of
the public and Elliot Knight reiterated we all must work together because everyone wants clean drinking water.
Municipal officials, as largely volunteers, have some thankless jobs and each resident’s help can make a difference.

Lisa and Lance Newman asked if work to help a Phase III could be started now, that Route 129 couldn’t wait
another eight years. John Fitzgerald said money and grants. None on the district board are grant writers. Josie
Henry replied that could be a task for the Executive Assistant to the Town Select Board. John Chesarek asked about
procedures and moving forward. Cheryl Dunn said water is important to her and Alburgh Village is in support of
the South Alburgh Fire District. We need to help each other!

Meeting adjourned at 8:18 PM.

South Alburgh Fire District #2’s usual 6:30 monthly meeting was pushed to 8:25 PM after the prior meeting ended.
John Fitzgerald, Alton Bruso, Richard Ernst, Cheryl Dunn, and Danielle James Choiniere attended. John Fitzgerald
called the meeting to order at 8:25 PM. Agenda adjustments included eliminating some normal business they had
scheduled which another meeting had extended into.

Alton Bruso motioned to pay Endyne $50 for water testing, Danielle $360.66 for February admin. pay, $342.50 to
insurer VLCT Property & Casualty for general coverage, and $23.20 to treasurer Richard Ernst for stamps. John

Fitzgerald seconded, all in favor. So approved. They also reviewed Richard Ernst's treasurer’s report.

Alton Bruso motioned to accept all minutes, with amendment to January 18t minutes with Charles Kelly
suggestions and Danielle’s clarification. John Fitzgerald seconded, all in favor. So approved.

John Fitzgerald motioned to adjourn at 8:50 PM. Alton Bruso seconded, all in favor. So adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Danielle James Choiniere

These minutes are draft only, not slated for approval until the next board meeting in April.



1 (Scribe’s note: Danielle James Choiniere also reached out to USDA Rural Development, who had recently advertised
infrastructure monies were available for certain projects. It was to try to gain even more grant money from Rural
Development than what the fire district had already received. Rebecca Schrader, Lead Community Programs
Specialist, VT/NH of Rural Development, said “At this point, if you received additional grant funds (whether from us or
other sources), it would reduce the grant from us that has already been awarded. You need to use all the loan funds,
then all the grant funds, before you can receive additional grant funds.”)
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