
SOUTH ALBURGH FIRE DISTRICT NO. 2 
REGULAR MEETING 

Monday, October 17, 2016 6:30 PM 
Alburgh Town Conference Room 

 
Present: Prudential Committee Members John Fitzgerald, Alton Bruso 
               Treasurer Richard Ernst 
               Admin Assistant Danielle James Choiniere 
 
Meeting was called to order at 6:35 PM by Chair John Fitzgerald. 
 
AGENDA REVIEW/ADJUSTMENTS 
-Add payroll update  
 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
Alton Bruso motioned to approve the regular minutes of September 19, 2016 as written. Richard Ernst 
seconded, all in favor. Motion carried. 
 
TREASURER'S REPORT & WARRANTS 
People's United Bank   $62,850.59 (Operating Account) 
    $1001.82 (Project Account) 
    $82,245.73 (Capital Fund) 
 
$270 needed to pay Endyne Inc. for water testing 
$51,327.11 to People’s United Bank for annual project loan payment 
$19.99 to GoDaddy.com for website hosting 
 
John Fitzgerald motioned to pay the above expenses. Alton Bruso seconded, all in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Richard Ernst passed out his monthly Treasurer’s Report. Alton Bruso motioned to accept the report, Richard 
Ernst seconded, all in favor. Motion carried. 
 
WATER OR OPERATION ISSUES/ CORRESPONDENCE/ MISC   
Richard Ernst asked about flushing valves and sampling ports and why they were voted against at the last 
meeting he did not attend.  It was explained it was a lot of wasted water that would be an expense. They 
wanted to be sure the sampling ports were approved by the state to use. Asking other municipalities would be 
a nice option. 
 
There was a question on the Village’s bill for the district’s water usage, and if the flushing figures had been 
deducted. Otherwise the SAFD2 would be double billed.  
 
TAXATION OF LOW LEVEL PROPERTIES 
The board discussed a minimum assessed property value for issuing a property tax, i.e. issuing a bill for 30¢ 
when the cost to mail said letter is 47¢, or $1.10 if mailed to Canada. Mostly this would apply to campers at 
Goose Point Campground. Board attorney Paul Giuliani said this can be done if advertised in advance and at a 
meeting. Danielle suggested dividing the total amount to be raised by all parcels so everyone would pay a flat, 
equal fee. The board seemed receptive and wanted to ask the district’s attorney for his input. 
 
AUTOMATIC FLUSHING HYDRANT & SAMPLING PORTS 



Alton Bruso wondered if it were possible to increase disinfectant products along the line to curb the growth of 
coliform bacteria and reduce the likelihood of boil water notices. The board also wondered if an automatic 
flushing hydrant could serve as one of the sampling ports. Jason Beaulac's input to be pursued. 
 
CHLORINE PUMP 
The board needs to talk to Jason to address costs et al. 
 
INSURANCE COVERAGE 
District property should now be covered by VLCT. Alton Bruso had suggested to some excavating companies to 
not put meters within the Town right of way to save in potential damages. 
 
BILLINGS PROPERTY 
John Fitzgerald was most recently in communication with Eleanor Billings, who claimed her survey pins were 
removed by district contractors. Danielle and Alton Bruso did some research and verified the town has no 
record of her property being surveyed neither in her deed nor with the municipal office. 
 
PROPOSED WATER RATES 
John Fitzgerald regrets not fighting harder to lower rates and said it was not the district’s goal to increase their 
users’ fees without just cause. He said debt service rates need to go down next year, that higher prices 
discourage potential customers from hooking on. Rates will definitely be revisited next year. 
 
NEMRC MODULE PRICING 
Danielle asked some questions based on the board’s desires. She is working with Chris Miele of NEMRC to 
come up with a Grand List and Tax Admin quote. 
 
NEW ENGINEERNG FIRM 
The district needs to consider this as Phelps Engineering, their prior engineers, has closed its doors. John 
would try to ask John Kiernan to come up for a meeting to speak about Otter Creek Engineering.  
 
MEETING ADJOURNED 
Richard Ernst motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 pm. Alton Bruso seconded, all in favor. Meeting 
adjourned. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Danielle James Choiniere 


