
 

 

South Alburgh Fire District No. 2 
November 16, 2015 

 
Present: Prudential Committee members Paul Hansen, John Fitzgerald, George Tulissi 
   Clerk Judy Higgins 
   Treasurer Richard Ernst 
    Admin Assistant Danielle James Choiniere 
 
Meeting was called to order by Chair Paul Hansen at 6:46 pm. 
 
AGENDA ADJUSTMENT 
John Fitzgerald wanted to bring up the car that hit the above ground equipment. 
 
Paul Hansen had a loan amendment request from Phelps Engineering. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Judy Higgins motioned to approve the 10/19/15 minutes after a few minor revisions for grammar and clarity. Richard 
Ernst seconded, all in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Judy Higgins had a few corrections for the 11/9/15 special meeting minutes. Richard Ernst motioned to approve them as 
amended. George Tulissi seconded, all in favor. Motion carried. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT & WARRANTS 
People’s United Bank balances as of 11/16:    $38,754.21 (Operating account) 
          $22,975.35 (Project account) 
 
North Country Federal Credit Union balances as of 11/16:  $428.20 (Operating account) 
          $364.85 (Project account) 
          $58,521.22 (Regular shares) 
 
 
$443.52 was needed to pay Admin. Assistant for one month's salary. 
$49.00 was needed to pay for the district's website hosting. 
 
John Fitzgerald motioned to pay the two bills. Richard Ernst seconded, all in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Judy Higgins mentioned she hoped Lance of Phelps Engineering understood their invoice approval hinged on the district 
getting the bond bank loan to pay for it. 
 
The engagement contract from Sullivan, Powers & Company was presented after they were given the go-ahead for a 
$4,000 audit. John Fitzgerald motioned to sign said engagement, George Tulissi seconded, all in favor. Motion carried. 
 
SAFD2 OPERATIONS & MISC 
Richard and Linda Mathieu pay connection fees for their two West Shore Road properties, signed each parcel's 
paperwork on 3/21/13, but aggrieved their vacant lot had to pay debt service as there was no water being used. It was 
discussed this was a consistent practice, and absolving one from the contract would set precedence for others to lodge 
complaints. George Tulissi made the motion to enforce the existing contract for WS323A. John Fitzgerald seconded, all in 
favor. Motion carried. 
 
SENSUS $2,190 1-YEAR SUPPORT CONTRACT FOR METERS & READER 
This service was paid for in the original purchase and was expiring 11/30/15. It included updates and technical support 



 

 

on its equipment. Admin. Assistant suggested to ask Jason Beaulac, the water operator, if he would recommend it. If not 
renewed, the company would still provide support, but for a fee. Judy Higgins said it was like insurance, expensive until 
needed. The support contract was not a warranty. It was unclear if allowing the subscription to lapse would increase the 
charge. Richard Ernst motioned to authorize the purchase for $2190 if, after calling Sensus, the price will rise after 11/30. 
John Fitzgerald seconded, all in favor. Motion carried. If the price doesn't rise after Sensus's service expires, the 
committee could wait until the next regular meeting to discuss it further. 
 
CONSOLIDATING BANK ACCOUNTS 
The district wished to pool its resources into People's United Bank instead of having accounts both there and at 
NorthCountry Federal Credit Union. Richard Ernst motioned to close NCFCU accounts and open new ones at People's 
United matching the same account names/titles. George Tulissi seconded, all in favor. Motion carried. 
 
FRONT DOOR/CONFERENCE ROOM KEY 
With Judy and Paul both leaving soon, Judy decided to turn her assigned key back to the Town Clerk's Office. George 
Tulissi can assume its possession by, in turn, signing it out. 
 
DISTRICT EXPANSION 
While looking at the draft letter and form Judy Higgins had drawn up, Richard Ernst asked how much an expansion would 
roughly cost as that would be a common question the public would ask. That figure was unknown as if depends on many 
variables such as whether a line were to go down VT Route 129 or US Route 2 South. There is already about $500K in 
engineering already done for the Route 2 proposal. 
 
SAFD2 is hoping the connection fees and rates remain the same or improve, but time will tell. Paul explained more about 
the district's boundaries while looking at an Alburgh map. The phase expansion location is dependent on the results 
received. Mailing logistics and fees were discussed. The committee would need a district Grand List supplied by the 
listers. Paul Hansen said he would ask Donna Bohannon. 
 
ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA – EQUIPMENT REPAIR STRUCK BY CAR 
The district's equipment that was hit on West Shore Road needs to be repaired. They have the driver of the car's name 
and information and were hoping the district's insurance provider, the Vermont League of Cities & Towns, would be able 
to seek damages from the driver's insurance.   
 
ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA – LOAN AMENDMENT REQUEST 
Phelps Engineering produced a form for Chair Paul Hansen to sign. Phelps is awaiting answers from the state before it 
can be sent in. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None! 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED 
John Fitzgerald motioned to adjourn meeting at 9:43 pm. Judy Higgins seconded. All in favor. Motion passed. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Danielle James Choiniere 


