
South Alburgh Fire District #2 

Special Meeting with Town Select Board 

July 20, 2016 

– Draft Minutes – 

 

Present: Prudential Committee Members Paul Hansen & John Fitzgerald 

  Admin. Assistant Danielle James Choiniere 

  Town Select Board Members Alton Bruso, Chuck Pease, Lee Kimball 

  Town Clerk Donna Bohannon 

Guests:  Terry Tatro 

 

Town Select Board Chair Alton Bruso called the meeting to order at 6:42 PM and said any motions should wait for a full 

Select Board as only 3 of 5 were present. 

 

ADJUST AGENDA 

None. 

 

DISCUSSION POINTS – PAYROLL 

Paul explained the Admin. Assistant has not been paid since 6/1 when the Village stopped, and the District is not set up 

for any employees and have no software for payroll.  The Village did not want the liability of a non-employee (Danielle). 

SAFD2 provided some background on the Memorandum of Understanding with the Village, and how they have a 

contract with the Village to pay Amee Gotshall and Jason Beaulac, both Village employees. Terry Tatro asked why the 

District could not use their paper checks to do payroll by hand. Paul said there would need to be quarterly reports, but 

the district does have its own EIN number. 

SAFD2 requested Danielle James Choiniere be paid by the town as she is already set up there as Assistant Town Clerk et 

al, and the district would in turn reimburse the Town. Donna expressed that it would appear on reports Danielle is 

working more hours for the Town though she’s supposed to have a cap of 32 hours. 

 

DISCUSSION POINTS – PHONE 

The District is currently using the Village line, but is requested using the Town’s number instead. The District does not 

receive a large call volume. Donna said most people call the Town regardless. 

 

DISCUSSION POINTS – MAILBOX 

SAFD2 currently has a P.O. Box and would like a matching mailbox by the Town, Village, and Fire Dept.’s. The District 

would pay for and install it. 

 

DISCUSSION POINTS – TAXATION & MAILING 

The District asked if their upcoming property tax bill can be placed on or with the upcoming Town’s. Paul said the Town 

would do the work and the District would pay for it. 

 

Donna asserted as Town Treasurer should would not like it on the Town’s tax bill, as the last time this occurred during 

the 2012-13 tax cycle the process was a wreck. Lee stated it may be confusing to customers and the Town would be 

doing all of the work. Lee also stated South Alburgh Fire District #1, in Alburgh Springs, and to which he is a volunteer 

for, does their own water billing and no one there is bonded. Paul asked about that fact and said taxes and water bills 

are different.  



Terry said putting SAFD2 taxes on the Town tax bill would legally be similar to school taxes on the tax bills and the Town 

would take the hit if bills go unpaid. Alton disagreed, stating Town voters approve the school budget. 

Paul expressed an alternative would be to put SAFD2 bills within the Town’s billings, but they would be separate pieces 

of paper. 

 

DISCUSSION POINTS – PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

The district is down one board member and soon to be down two when Paul Hansen soon resigns. As it is an operating 

board of three, the one remaining member cannot do any action on his own. The Town Select Board appoints District 

vacancies per State law, so this needs to be a top priority. Paul suggested any appointed members should be able to 

someday handle a water project. 

Lee Kimball wondered how much to charge the District for things like time and supplies. The Select Board asked to be 

informed when Paul officially resigns. 

Donna asked why the District wanted to use NEMRC for taxation when they could easily use a spreadsheet once 

provided the Grand List figures. 

 

VISITOR INPUT 

Terry asked if Danielle could be like an independent contractor. She would have to do her own 1099s and take out 

deductions herself. 

Lee asked how Amee Gotshall and Jason Beaulac are paid by the Village and it was explained there is a written 

agreement between Village and SAFD2 reviewed each year. 

As no motions were made until a full Town board can meet, Donna will add these requests to the 7/26 Select Board 

agenda.  

 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

As both Prudential Committee members had already left, Alton Bruso motioned to adjourn their portion of the meeting 

at 8:05 PM. Chuck Pease seconded, all in favor. Meeting adjourned between the District and Town Board. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Danielle James Choiniere 

Admin. Assistant for SAFD2 

 

These minutes are DRAFT only, not scheduled to be approved until the August 15th regular meeting. 


